Liturgy Committee: September 2010

           The Liturgy Committee met on Tuesday, September 14, 2010. Diana Kramer, who serves on the Diocesan Liturgy Committee, joined with the parish committee.

           Both the parish and diocesan committees are following the progress of the changes in the English texts of the Roman Missal to be introduced formally, nationwide, on the First Sunday in Advent 2011. Already, there are multiple sources out there reporting on the changes which affect some prayers the priests say, some responses the assembly makes, and some musical arrangements of the assembly responses. In the Adult Education program this year, Ronnie Rosenberg will use "With One Voice" to discuss the background of the changes as well as the reasoning and theology behind them. Bishop Don, Fr. Robert Fath and Fr. Ted Kestler will attend a workshop about the changes in Seattle on September 29 and 30. They expect to review materials available there and bring back those that seem suitable for our diocese. The three bishops in Alaska will meet to decide what is the best way to introduce the changes in Alaska, appropriate for both urban and Bush parishes. The priests will be studying the changes in their March 2011 Priests Meeting. The process for the implementation of the English text changes in the parishes is an on-going issue. We will be hearing more about it in the months ahead and will be informed when the bishops in Alaska reach their decision on it.

           The back door by the sacristy will be kept open during Sunday Masses so that children and adults can move from the cathedral to the social hall and back again as necessary.

           The annual fall ministry recruitment and training cycle is underway. Training for new ministers will on Saturday, October 9 as follows: Lectors, 10am-11:30; Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 11:30-1pm; Acolytes and altar servers, 1pm-2:30pm. Alternate days for those not able to be at the Saturday training will be: Lectors, Wednesday, October 13, 7pm-8:30; Acolytes and altar servers, Tuesday, October 19, 6:30pm.-8pm. Alternate EM training has not yet been scheduled. The commissioning of the newly trained and the continuing ministers will be either Sunday, November 21, Feast of Christ the King, or Sunday, December 5, the Second Sunday of Advent.

           Bishop Don has accepted Fr. Fred's proposals for the scheduling of Christmas/New Year's liturgies as follows: Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24, 5pm (children's Mass); 7:30pm Vigil of the Nativity Mass ; Midnight Mass (no decision yet whether there will be a choir for the Midnight Mass). Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25, one Mass only at 11am; Sunday, December 26, Feast of the Holy Family, one Mass only at 11am.

           New Year's Eve, Friday, December 31, Mary Mother of God, 5:30pm Mass (only New Year's Mass); Saturday, New Year's Day, 5pm vigil Mass for the Epiphany of the Lord; Sunday, January 2, Epiphany of the Lord, 9am and 11:30am.

           The annual Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass will be on Saturday, December 11, at 5 pm followed by a potluck if the Spanish Community wishes to continue the tradition as it has been going on for the last several years.

           The next two regular Healing Masses will be Saturday, October 2, and Saturday, November 6. Additionally, on Wednesday, October 20, 12 noon, when the AFN convention is in town, the three bishops of Alaska will con-celebrate at a Healing Mass for survivors of cultural and sexual abuse. Fr. Fred will find out whether any ministers will be needed for that special Mass.

           On Sunday, October 3, 3pm, the annual Blessing of the Animals will take place. The hymn "All Creatures of Our God and King" will be sung at all Masses that weekend.

           On Sunday, October 31 (Halloween) the 9am Mass (coincidentally, the 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time) will be a Youth Mass involving the Youth Group, Religious Ed middle school/high school/Confirmation, World Youth Day. The adult leaders are Sandy Baker, Ann Hagestead and the Confirmation Team. The leaders are to get together with the musicians for that Mass to coordinate activities. (Leaders, please check posted minister sign-up sheet for that Mass.)


Diana Kramer will be asking the Pastoral Council to choose, early, a local non-profit recipient (and alternate) for the second collection at Christmas. An early PC decision will allow time for the validity of the organization’s non-profit status to be researched.

           The next meeting of the Liturgy Committee will be on Tuesday, October 12. The Agenda items will include planning for November liturgies, Advent liturgies, including the Rite of Acceptance (RCIA/RCIC) and the Advent Reconciliation Service.

Respectfully submitted, Rosalie L'Ecuyer

