SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE -- minutes 2/14/11

The SHC Social Justice Committee met on Monday, February 14th, at 5:15 p.m. in the Social Hall. (Our meetings are the 2nd Monday of every month.)

The Winter Clothing Drive is going very well. Our parish has responded generously and the bin in the vestibule overflows each week with coats, jackets and sweatshirts. Charella Fullinck, a member of the committee, has delivered at least 10 large garbage bags full of clothing to the Rescue Mission and the Teen Outreach Program for homeless teenagers. We will keep the bin out there for at least one more weekend.

We discussed a request from Love INC for help with their new "Relational Ministry" program. The Relational Ministry program is a series of classes in life skills that could help people try to break the cycle of poverty. They are looking for volunteers to be teachers, mentors, and greeters to help with the classes. None of us felt comfortable with those volunteer opportunities, but Fr. Fred said he could put something in the bulletin about the program for the whole parish to see. 

Love INC also sent a list of other ways churches could help their program. One that struck us as especially "pro-life" and do-able for our parish was their GAP ministry providing diapers & wipes for needy mothers of infants. Amy Moriarty said she would contact Love INC to get the particulars. Tentatively, we thought a "diaper drive" during the month of May would be appropriate and possible.

The "Cans for Christ" food drive will begin on the weekend of March 12-13 and continue during Lent. Like last year the food will be delivered to the IC Soup Kitchen and/or the Food Bank. We will do a bulletin blurb and announcements at all Masses on March 5-6th. (Amy M. -- 5:00 p.m. Mass, Sue P. and Jim V. -- 9:00 a.m. and Charella F. -- 11:30 Mass) The Knights of Columbus have volunteered to help with collection and delivery, and they might also expand the drive by setting up tables outside of supermarkets.

Fr. Fred briefed us on the "Environmental Retreat" he is planning for the week of May 24-27. Some of our members expressed interest in helping or supporting him in this endeavor. (Stewardship of creation is an important social justice teaching of the Catholic Church.)

Topics tabled until next time: Solidarity Dinner, Gardening Project, and changing the bulletin board. Next meeting: March 14

