Social Justice Committee

June 2010


The SHC Catholic Social Justice Committee met on June 14. We try to meet on the second Monday of every month. For the benefit of the new parish council members we made a list of some of the things the committee has done in the past year. (Our very first meeting was in February of last year.) SHC Catholic Social Justice Committee activities (2009-2010): -- wrote mission statement, emphasizing education and action-- Fairbanks Damp Shelter/Homeless Shelter, attended planning sessions-- made video of ICC Soup Kitchen w/ interview of Cindy Fields-- Yukon River Flood Response, raised money and attended planning sessions-- interactive bulletin board on 7 themes of Catholic Social Justice-- series of articles in parish bulletin-- Haiti earthquake fundraiser-- 5 presentations on Catholic Social Justice (to adult religious ed., confirmation, Sunday school classes, etc.)-- Social Justice Poster Contest, for grades K-2, 3-6, 7-12 -- Justice & Peace Pong Game, educational game presented at 4 events-- dinner with the Bishop for his guidance-- canned food drive during Lent-- bread and water fast and prayer during Lent-- Solidarity Dinner, celebrating cultural diversity and Mother's Day (featuring a poster display of the many faces of Mary, mother of us all).

At our June meeting we brainstormed some goals for the coming year:

-- remain prayerful, humble, open to the Holy Spirit, and faithful to the truths of the Roman Catholic Church-- build on things that were successful  (i.e. food drive, poster contest, Solidarity Dinner)-- work in cooperation w/ other parish ministries (such as, parish nurse, religious ed., hospitality, Knights of Columbus, etc.)-- keep our bulletin board updated and educational-- share officer responsibilities of chairperson, vice-chair and secretary-- more potlucks that promote solidarity, healthy eating, and family values-- have a conference or retreat with a guest speaker on a social justice issue-- follow up on Bishop's idea of a "sister parish" in an Alaskan village-- do a fundraiser to help support our activities.


An activity we would like to try this summer is a "Vegetable Exchange" for two weekends at the end of August. Gardeners who have surplus vegetables (expecting a bumper crop of zucchini and cabbage!) could bring them to our display table for exchange with other gardeners and/or sharing with parishioners who need healthy foods. Anything left over after the weekend masses would be brought to the Soup Kitchen or Food Bank. We are still in the planning stages of this idea.
God bless us all, and thank you for your support, Jim Villano

