Sacred Heart Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council

Town Hall Meeting

February 20, 2011, 10:15-11:15 a.m.


Ronnie Rosenberg, facilitator; Bishop Donald Kettler, presider; Fr. Fred Bayler, pastoral vicar

PPC members present: Sandy Baker, Joe Blackwelder, Jan Fortune, Ann Hagestead, Rosalie L’Ecuyer, Harlee Stuart

        Parishioners, Parish Pastoral Council members, and representatives of the Cathedral staff, about thirty in all, participated in the Town Hall meeting on February 20. Bishop Don opened with a prayer followed by an explanation of the purpose of the meeting. He noted that after Vatican II, the Church developed two types of parish councils: a Finance Council for financial and building matters, and a pastoral council, elected by the people of the parish, to advise the pastor to make sure all the people of the parish get pastoral care. One method for the pastoral council to know parishioners’ needs was to hold a Town Hall meeting once or twice a year. He stressed that new ideas should be funneled through the pastoral council.

        Mary Ann Fortune expressed interest in and thanked the bishop for the Landings program, designed for those Catholics who had not been practicing their faith but had become interested in returning to active involvement in the Church. She suggested an updating of the changes in the Church over the last twenty yeara be part of the Landings program.

        Sandy Mattie asked for more celebration, particularly celebratory praise music, in or separate from Mass, to enliven the peoples’ spiritual lives.

        Ann Hagestead suggested parishioners stand up in support of what they need, provide feedback, and make a family commitment to it. Since worship is a priority, it should be encouraged at home as well as at church.

        Sandy Baker raised the possibility of conducting a survey among Youth for their interests, schedules, availability, and volunteer involvement: what type? what days/times available?

        Jan Fortune thought some people might be drawn to small faith groups such as the Voices of Hope, the Voices in the Wilderness, or the monthly Book discussion group.

        Val Gilligan recommended a more contemporary Mass setting with musical instruments and modern music.

        Fr. Fred commented that he had expected more parishioners to be present, filling the whole hall. He was listening, but one problem he saw was that there was no one to implement the ideas.

        Joan Kluwe thought there might be interest, from time to time, in discussion, perhaps once a month, of a contemporary topic, such as contemporary music or celebration. For example, the topic could be introduced in a homily at the 9 a.m. Mass and then discussed by parishioners at the Adult Religious Ed meeting that morning. Ann added the topic could be announced in the bulletin a few weeks ahead.

        The bishop saw that not all parishioners could come together for a Town Hall meeting at the same time. For instance, the volunteers associated with Relgious Ed classes were not available to attend Adult Ed presentations given at the same time as their classes. They would have to be served in a listening session at a different time of year.

        Maria Senra has checked the parish web site fairly regularly but has found it is not always up to date and sometimes does not have enough  information on it. Val Gilligan mentioned needing the weather phone number to check for temperature (35 below cancellation of activity) on the web site. The cathedral might broadcast cancellations via e-mail to Rel Ed families. Tim Doval commented that there could be a link on the parish web to the NOAA weather web.

        Mary Stewart questioned about the Comfirmation candidates involvement in the planned Spring Clean up project (Sunday afternoon, May 22).

        Deacon Paul Perreault observed that we were in a busy society. People were often working two jobs. He pointed out that few men were volunteering. More women volunteered than men. He believed it was necessary to show appreciation to the volunteers who did volunteer. In his view, we needed to look at our own attitudes toward volunteers.

        Music minister Lucas Clooten inquired about the English text changes in the Roman Missal, including musical responses, due to start the first Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2011. Since some persons were not familiar with those changes, Bishop Don explained that the changes were being discussed in Anchorage at a meeting (March 3) of Alaskan bishops, priests, permanent deacons, and some laity. He commented on two problems: there were seven companies publishing the new Roman Missal and he and his advisory committee were going to choose one version for all parishes in the diocese to use; the associated problem was that the release date for the new Missal is not until October 1, about seven weeks before implementation.

        One person requested that the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks be included in all information released by the diocese on the text changes.

        Joe Blackwelder, chairperson for beautification of the west side of the cathedral and the move of the outdoor Mary statue from its present Airport Way site to the west side, told the group that he was recruiting people for his committee.

        The final discussion point revolved around parish use of electronic communications technology for distributing information and homilies: web, e-mail listservs, texting, and Facebook.

        The bishop invited anyone who had more comments of any sort to send them directly to him via a-mail bishop@cbna.org.

        The Sacred Heart Parish Pastoral Council thanks Ronnie, Bishop Don, and all the attendees for their participation in the Town Hall meeting and ensures them that the Council will consider all their comments over the next few months.

Sincerely,

Rosalie L’Ecuyer, PPC Secretary_____________________

